AGAIN  ACCEPT  A   COMMISSION.                       10"*
My father was very unwilling to let me go, but seeing me uneasy, told me, that, if I was lesolved, he would oblige me to otay no longei in England than the next spnng, and I should have his consent
The winter following began to look veiy unpleasant upon us in England, and niy father used often to sigh at it, and would tell me sometimes, he was afi aid we should have no need to send Englishmen to fight in Geimanj.
The cloud that seemed to tin eaten most was fiom Scotland My father, who had made himself master of the arguments on both sides, used to be often saying, he feaied theie ^as some about the king who exasperated him too much against the Scots, and diove things too high Foi my pait, I confers 1 did not much trouble my head with the cause, but all my foai was, they would not fall out, and we should have no iiiditm^ I have often i effected since, that I ought to have kn<n\n "hcttu, that had seen how the most flemishing pi evinces oi Ooi-many weie i educed to the most miserable condition that CM i any countiy in the world was, by the lavagmgs oi soldiei^, and the calamities of wai
How much soever I was to blame, yet so it was, I had a secret joy at the news of the king's lai&ing an aimy, and nothing could have withheld me fiom appealing in it, but my eageiness was anticipated by an expiess the kmtij sent my father, to know if his son was in England , and my father having ordeied me to cany the answer myself, I waited upon his majesty with the messcngei The king ie( mod mo with his usual kindness, and asked me if I was willing to seive him against the Scots ^
I answeied, I was leady to serve him against any that his majesty thought fit to account his enemies, and should count it an honom to lecerve his commands. Ileieupon his in ijesiy offered me a commission I told him, I suppose d thoic would not be much time for raising of men, that if his majesty pleased, I would be at the rendezvous with as many gentlemen as I could gettogethei, to seive his majesty as volunteers*
The truth is, I found all the legimonts of hoisc tho king designed to laise, weie but two as legiments. the* iest of tho horse weie such as the nobility laised in beveial counties, and commanded them, themselves, and, as I had < onmjumded a regiment of hoise abioad, it looked a little odd to seive with a single troop at home, and the king took the thing pie&cntly.